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2010 – 2011 Concert Season 

Classical Concert 1 – Land and Sea 

October 16, 2010  

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  

Jonathan Bailey Holland ----- Motor City Dance Mix  

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart ----- Clarinet Concerto  
Jason Shafer, clarinet 

Claude Debussy ----- La Mer  

 

Classical Concert 2 – Earth and Sky 

Saturday, December 4, 2010 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  

Joan Tower ----- Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman  

Chen Gang & He Zhanhao ----- Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto 
Qing Li, violin 

Gustav Holst ----- The Planets 

 

Young People's Concert – Peter and the Wolf 

Saturday, January 8, 2011  

12:30 PM & 3:00 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  

A program of fun music (with Kinetics Dance Theatre) designed to 

get kids excited about music and the orchestra, plus a musical 

instrument petting zoo where children can try out the instruments 

from the concert!  

 

Symphonic Pops 

Saturday, February 12, 2011 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  

The greatest hits from Hollywood to Broadway, including 

a “Salute to Sammy,” featuring Sam Gilmer 

 

Classical Concert 3 – Young and Eclectic 

Saturday, March 26, 2011 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre 

Dmitri Shostakovich ----- Festive Overture  

Arturo Márquez ----- Danzon No. 2 

Maurice Ravel ----- Pavane for a Dead Princess 

Johannes Brahms ----- Variations on a Theme by Haydn  

Featuring the winners of the 2011 Young Artist Competition 

 

Classical Concert 4 – Creation and Destruction 

Saturday, May 22, 2010 

7:30 PM, Jim Rouse Theatre  

Krzystof Penderecki ----- Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima 

John Adams ----- “Batter My Heart” from Doctor Atomic 

Radiohead ----- Harry Patch (In Memory Of)   

Franz Joseph Haydn ----- Music from The Creation 
Masterworks Chorale of Carroll County, Margaret Boudreaux, director 
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Highlights of the Season 

 Since the Columbia Orchestra began as a chamber group in the fall of 1977, its 

mission has been dedicated to three goals:   

 Providing the community with high-quality musical performances by a locally-based 

symphony orchestra 

 Providing area students, teachers, and educational institutions with a classical music 

resource 

 Providing local classical musicians with an opportunity to explore and perform great 

orchestral literature and chamber music. 

During the 2010-2011 Season, we continued to pursue this three-fold mission through 

orchestral, chamber, and educational concerts, lectures, and other outreach events.  We 

performed four subscription concerts 

that featured classic works, including 

Holst’s The Planets, Brahms’ 

Variations on a Theme by Haydn, 

Debussy’s La Mer, and Mozart’s 

Clarinet Concerto.  One of many 

highlights was the performance of 

music from Haydn’s The Creation in 

partnership with the Masterworks 

Chorale of Carroll County.  We also 

presented Twentieth-Century works 

that ranged from standard repertoire by 

Shostakovich to more cutting-edge 

compositions by Jonathan Bailey 

Holland, John Adams, and Radiohead.  

Each of the orchestra’s subscription concerts was preceded by an entertaining Prelude pre-

concert discussion, where Howard Community College’s Bill Scanlan Murphy discussed the 

music to be performed that evening by the orchestra. 

 Our annual Symphonic Pops Concert featured music from the films Superman and Up; 

highlights from Broadway shows by Lerner and Loewe; a Beach Boys medley; and songs 

from A Chorus Line, Miss Saigon, and Phantom of the Opera.  The orchestra also 

accompanied vocalist Stan Gilmer in A Salute to Sammy, where he provided his unique 

interpretations of Yes I Can, Candy Man, What Kind of Fool Am I, and similar classics.  At the 

end of June, the orchestra also presented a second pops concert, this time a free outdoor 

 
Music Director Jason Love 

conducting the Columbia Orchestra 
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concert in Columbia’s Centennial Park to an enthusiastic audience of more than 1800 

individuals. 

During the season, the orchestra continued to present its free chamber music concerts.  

The concerts featured ensembles consisting of members of the orchestra, as well a trio made 

up of Music Director and cellist Jason Love, Concertmistress Brenda Anna, and the 

orchestra’s pianist Nancy Smith. 

 We demonstrated our commitment to education through a variety of special concerts 

and programs.  At our annual Young People’s Concert, we introduced the instruments of the 

orchestra to young audience members through the ever-popular Peter and the Wolf, with the 

story illustrated by the members of the Kinetics Dance Theatre.  In conjunction with the 

concert, we also held a Musical Instrument Petting Zoo, where we allowed young future 

musicians to try out the instruments of the orchestra.  Members of the orchestra also visited 

local preschools to introduce the youngest members of the community to classical music. 

 In our role of promoting classical music excellence among Howard County youth, we 

conducted our annual Young Artist Competition.  We had three winners this season.  Sarah 

Kim, a sixth grade violinist from Burleigh Manor Middle 

School was the winner of the Junior Division.  Yaeji Shin, a 

flutist from Atholton High School, and Alan Zhang, a violinist 

from Mt. Hebron High School, won the Senior Wind and String 

Divisions, respectively.  All three performed at our March 26, 

2011 subscription concert at the Jim Rouse Theatre.  

 During the season, more than 10,000 area residents 

attended one of our symphony orchestra concerts, a chamber 

concert, or an outreach event performed by members of the 

orchestra, a new record.  We continue to fulfill our mission by 

providing all members of the community with both high-quality 

musical performances and a music education resource, while 

also giving local musicians an opportunity to perform great 

orchestral music.  This annual report details the Columbia 

Orchestra’s remarkable achievements this past season and provides a preview of our programs 

for the 2011-2012 Season. 

 We hope you had the opportunity to join us at some of our concerts this past year, and 

we look forward to seeing you at the orchestra’s performances during the 2011 and 2012. 

 

 

 

President, Board of Directors 

The Columbia Orchestra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Yaeji Shin 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2010-2011 SEASON 

 Performed cornerstones of the orchestral repertoire, including 
Debussy’s La Mer, Holst’s The Planets, Brahms’ Haydn 
Variations, and Haydn’s The Creation, while also introducing 
audiences to contemporary literature by John Adams, Joan 
Tower, Krzystof Penderecki, Jonathan Bailey Holland, and others 

 Reached more than 10,000 area residents, a 78% increase over 
FY10, and smashing the previous total attendance record by 23%  

 Set a record for admission revenue, with more than $38,000 in 
ticket sales 

 Attracted a record 1,266 people to the Young People’s Concerts, 
an increase of 79% over FY10 

 Drew 19% of our Classical Concert audiences to our pre-concert 
Prelude series 

 Partnered with choirs from Baltimore City College, St. John 
Baptist Church, and Carroll County to reach new and diverse 
audiences 

 Opened Howard County Recreation and Parks’ Sunset Serenades 
outdoor concert series at Centennial Park, drawing a record 
audience of 1,844 

 Expanded the orchestra’s Chamber Music Series to additional 
venues, including senior centers and churches, to increase 
ensemble visibility by more than 27% 

 Raised a record $175,000 in revenue, surpassing the previous 
season’s record by 11%  

 Embraced digital media by launching a redesigned homepage; 
expanded online marketing through YouTube, Facebook, and 
Twitter; and sold a record number of Early-Bird Subscriptions 
through expanded digital communication   

 Attracted the most diverse Board of Directors in the orchestra’s 

33-year history 
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Financial Summary and Partnerships 

 While already strong from a financial standpoint, the orchestra made great strides in 

improving its financial standing during the 2010-2011 Season.  Compared to the 2009-2010 

Season, revenue from admission sales grew by more than 30 percent, corporate donations 

increased by more than 10 percent, and contracted service income was significantly higher.  

Furthermore, even grant income to the orchestra, an area of continuing concern during 

troubled economic times, increased by six percent.  Taken as a whole, the orchestra’s income 

was nearly 10 percent greater during the 2010-2011 Season than during the previous season, 

allowing the orchestra to replenish its cash reserves.  While the country’s financial situation 

will likely continue to plague the non-profit and arts communities, it is clear that the 

Columbia Orchestra’s solid fiscal foundation and excellent reputation among granting 

organizations, as well as its respected position within the overall Howard County community, 

has positioned it to continue to thrive and grow. 

 
  

The accompanying tables compare actual income and expenses for the season to the 

original budget of $173,400.  Generally, the two compare well, especially with respect to 

expenses.  The largest differences between planning and execution are on the income side of 

the equation, where admission income ended up being higher than originally anticipated 

(clearly a good thing) and fundraising income was lower because of a decision to forgo the 

marketing of several orchestra-related items during the season.  Program underwriting income 

also fell short of expectations, in large part because local stores and restaurants were unwilling 

to commit advertising budget during the year.  

 

FY11 Income and Expenses 
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 FY11 Financial Summary - Income 

 

FY11 Financial Summary - Expenses 

  

During the 2010-2011 Season, the orchestra teamed with a number of strategic 

partners.  Three Government granting organizations were among the most significant in 

helping the orchestra financially during the year – the Howard County Arts Council, the 

Maryland State Arts Council, and the Columbia Foundation – although all of the partnering 

organizations were important in providing the orchestra with the funds necessary to operate.  

The Howard County Arts Council was the largest single source of revenue for the orchestra, 

providing grants totaling $32,569.  This amount consisted of a $23,174 general operating 

grant, a $5,471 Rouse Theatre Subsidy, and $3,924 in a special artRELIEF award.  The latter 

was part of end-of-FY10 operating funds released by the Arts Council (but received by the 

orchestra in early July 2010, after the start of the orchestra’s FY11 fiscal year).  The Arts 

Council provided these funds to help local grant recipients “alleviate the affect the extended 

recession has had on the local arts community.”  In addition, the orchestra received general 

operating grants of $9,451 from the Maryland State Arts Council and $8,000 from the 

Columbia Foundation during the FY11 Fiscal Year.  Collectively, FY11 funding from 

Government grant sources represented a 6 percent increase compared to the FY10 level 

despite a 30-percent decrease in funding from the Maryland State Arts Council. 

 Budget Actual 
Donations 58,900 57,954 

Grants 59,700 60,520 

Admissions 32,600 38,746 

Fundraising 7,100 4,635 

Program Underwriting 5,500 3,285 

Contracted Services 7,700 8,175 

Young Artist Competition Fee 1,800 1,710 

Interest 100 26 

Total: 173,400 175,051 

 Budget Actual 
Personnel 84,535 81,823 

Concert Expenses 30,335 33,197 

Marketing & Advertising 18,560 17,604 

Administrative Expenses 12,775 13,133 

Rehearsal Space 9,250 9,322 

Insurance 5,000 4,930 

Fundraising 4,500 4,545 

Educational Activities 3,445 3,538 

Encumbered Funds 5,000 6,969 

Total: 173,400 175,051 

Donations to the Columbia Orchestra are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  The 
Columbia Orchestra is registered as a 501(c)(3) organization with the office of the Maryland Secretary of 

State.  This registration is not and does not imply endorsement by the Secretary of State of any 
solicitation by the Columbia Orchestra. 
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Sponsoring Organization Event Sponsored 

Gailes Violin Shop Young Artist Competition 

PNC Bank 
March 26, 2011 concert feature the Young Artist 
Competition Winners 

MetLife (Meet the Composer Grant) 
Jonathan Bailey Holland participation in October 16, 
2010 concert 

Baltimore-Washington Financial Advisors Pre-Concert Prelude Series 

Music & Arts Centers 
Ticket Printing and Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 
at the Young People’s Concert 

While Government grants covered more than 30 percent of the orchestra’s operating 

expenses during the 2010-2011 Season, corporate donations were also critical.  Major support 

for general operation of the Columbia Orchestra continued to be provided by the Rouse 

Company Foundation.  Other key corporate sponsors supported specific events during the 

season as indicated in the accompanying table.  Furthermore, grants from Booz Allen 

Hamilton and the Barney Fund for the Arts, as well as matching grants from Traveler’s 

Foundation, Bank of America, Schneider Electric / Square D Foundation, and other local 

companies, provided additional support for the orchestra’s general operation.  In-kind 

donations from local stores, restaurants, and arts organizations were also valuable.  By 

themselves, in-kind donations added up to the equivalent of more than $40,000 in services and 

products, many of which served as prizes for the orchestra’s fundraising raffle. 

Major Sponsors 
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To supplement Government 

grants and corporate support (and 

income from concert admissions), 

the orchestra, as a 501(c)(3) charita-

ble organization, turned to donations 

from members of the orchestra and 

the community to provide additional 

funds to present its season of master-

works, pops, and children’s 

programs.  More than $43,000 was 

raised through such private 

donations.  Of course orchestra and 

Board of Directors members also 

donated many thousands of hours of 

their own time to ensure quality 

programs and smooth operation of 

the orchestra throughout the season. 

 With a projected FY12 

annual budget of $183,100, the 

Board of Directors is continuing to 

work with existing partners and 

aggressively pursue new sponsors in 

accordance with the orchestra’s long 

range strategic plan.  The orchestra 

will also increase its efforts toward 

marketing to new audiences, social 

networking, and reaching out with 

reduced pricing to underserved 

individuals to increase concert 

attendance.  The final section of this 

report provides additional discussion 

of these planned FY12 activities. 

 Finally, the orchestra partici-

pates in a formal annual financial 

review by the independent account-

ing firm Huber & Weakland, which 

provides feedback on the organiza-

tion’s financial practices, objectively 

evaluates fiscal soundness, and 

increases the organization’s credibil-

ity to funding organizations. 

 

Sponsors and Strategic Partnerships 

Amazon.com 
APL Federal Credit Union 

Baltimore Washington Financial Advisors 
Bank of America 

Banrey-Davey Fund for the Arts 
Booz Allen Hamilton 

Café de Paris* 
Candlelight Concert Society* 

Cheesecake Factory* 
The Chesapeake Shakespeare Company* 

Chris’ Crafts* 
Christ Episcopal Church* 

Clyde’s Restaurant of Columbia* 
Colosseum Gym* 

The Columbia Festival of the Arts* 
The Columbia Foundation 

Columbia Triathlon* 
Daedalus Books* 

Decanter Fine Wines / The Wineseller* 
Duke Energy 

Eggspectations Restaurant* 
Elkridge Furnace Inn* 

Gailes’ Violin Shop 
Gallery 44* 

The Gathering Place* 
GoodSearch.com 
Greystone Grill* 

Howard County Arts Council 
Howard County Government 
Howard Communicty College 

Howard County Tourism Council* 
James Ferry Photography*  

Kinetics Dance Theatre* 
The King’s Contrivance Restaurant* 

Luna Bella Ristorante* 
Maryland State Arts Council* 
Maryland Zoo in Baltimore* 
MetLife Meet the Composer 
Music and Arts Centers, Inc. 

National Endowment for the Arts 
Northrup Grumman 
Oak Tree Furniture* 

OBA Bank* 
Omega Healthcare Investors 

Patuxent Publications* 
The Pearl Spa* 

PNC Bank 
Quest Fitness* 

Ram’s Head Tavern* 
REP Stage* 

The Rouse Company Foundation  
Schneider Electric / Square D Foundation 

Sergio’s Fine Jewelry* 
Smyth Jewelers* 

Sundays at Three* 
Teelin Irish Dance Company* 

Toby’s Dinner Theatre* 
Travelers Foundation 

Treble C Music* 
UPS Foundation 

Victoria and Albert Hair Salon* 
Waverly Woods Golf Club* 

WBJC-FM* 
Wilhide’s Unique Flowers & Gifts* 

* Includes in-kind contribution 
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Qing Li 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stan Gilmer 

Pursuing the Mission 

 
 The Columbia Orchestra’s 2010-2011 Season included four Subscription Concerts, a 

Symphonic Pops Concert, and the annual Young People’s Concert, all conducted by Jason 

Love at the Jim Rouse Theatre in Columbia.  The season’s concerts 

included performances by Baltimore Symphony violinist Qing Li, 

performing the Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto, and Jason Shafer, 

performing Mozart’s beloved Clarinet Concerto.  Shafer is a 

former winner of the orchestra’s Young 

Artist Competition and is now a member 

of the New World Symphony.  Soprano 

Meghan McCall and tenor Colin Eaton 

sang classic Broadway favorites by 

Learner and Loewe as well as more 

recent hits from A Chorus Line, Miss 

Saigon, and Phantom of the Opera at the 

orchestra’s annual Symphonic Pops 

concert in February.  At that same concert, the orchestra was joined 

by local vocalist Stan Gilmer in A Salute to Sammy, which 

included well known Sammy Davis, Jr. songs such as “Candy 

Man,” “Sing a Song,” and “What Kind of Fool Am I.” 

The orchestra’s performances included a variety of musical styles designed to attract 

audiences of all ages with diverse tastes and experience.  Audience favorites such as Brahms’ 

Haydn Variations, Holst’s The Planets, and Ravel’s Pavane for a Dead Princess were 

featured alongside works by composers Jonathan Bailey Holland, Joan Tower, and other 

composers writing today.  A good example of this diverse programming was the last concert 

of the season, titled “Creation and Destruction,” which opened with Krzystof Penderecki’s 

Threnody for the Victims of Hiroshima, continued with an aria from John Adams’ recent opera 

Dr. Atomic and Radiohead’s Harry Patch (In Memory of), and then concluded with music 

from Franz Joseph 

Haydn’s oratorio The 

Creation, performed in 

collaboration with the 

Masterworks Chorale of 

Carroll County.  This 

juxtaposition of the 

familiar with the unfamiliar is praised by audience members, who look to the Columbia 

Orchestra to not only provide a locally accessible and affordable cultural resource for the 

residents of Howard County but also to bring to the community the type of innovative 

programming that would normally be found only in large cities. 

Provide the community with high- quality 
performances by a locally-based orchestra  
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 As already noted, artistic collaboration was also a theme of the season.  In addition to 

the obvious collaboration between orchestra and soloists, the orchestra worked with composer 

Jonathan Bailey Holland, who was funded by a grant from MetLife’s Meet the Composer 

program to participate in a 

rehearsal with the orchestra, 

lecture at Morgan State 

University, and speak with 

audience members at the pre-

concert discussion prior to the 

orchestra’s October concert, 

which featured his Motor City 

Dance Mix.  The orchestra also 

joined with two African 

American choirs – the City 

College of Baltimore Gospel Choir and St. John Baptist Church Chancel Choir – in an 

evening of “Sounds of Praise” in November.  At the January Young People’s Concert, the 

Kinetics Dance Theater presented a choreographed performance of Prokofiev’s Peter and the 

Wolf with the orchestra.  Finally, the collaboration with the Masterworks Chorale involved 

joint performances of Haydn’s The Creation not only at the orchestra’s May concert in Jim 

Rouse Theatre but also at McDaniel College in Carroll County. 

 This proactive collaboration with other arts organizations, along with diverse 

programming, allowed the Columbia Orchestra, now in its 33
rd

 season, to continue to reach 

out to a larger and more diverse population.  The November “Sound of Praise” concert with 

African American choirs reached a standing-room-only audience of 625, with many 

commenting that the concert was the first time they had heard a symphony orchestra live.  

Providing multi-lingual marketing within the Korean and Chinese communities for the 

Chinese Butterfly 

Lovers’ Concerto 

helped attract a 

substantial segment 

of the area’s Asian 

population.  Perhaps 

most dramatic was 

the orchestra’s open-

ing of Howard 

County’s Centennial Park Sunset Serenades Concert Series, where the orchestra attracted a 

record-breaking audience of more than 1,800 to hear blockbuster film scores and Tchai-

kovsky’s 1812 Overture, complete with percussive mortar effects.  Through all its programs 

during the season, the orchestra reached more than 10,000 area residents, an increase of 23% 

over the previous season record. 

 The Columbia Orchestra continues to receive acclaim from both audience 

members and the media.  Perhaps one key reason for this enthusiasm is the contribution of 

Jason Love, its acclaimed Music Director.  In his twelfth season as Music Director, Maestro 

Love continued to bring dedication, enthusiasm, and skill in leading the orchestra to a new 

level of excellence.   

Program Type Adults Seniors Students Total 

Classical Series 959 549 340 1,848 

Pops 271 255 65 591 

Young People’s 630 NA 636 1,266 

Educational  801 39 1060 1,900 

Chamber 845 660 43 1,548 

Orchestral Contracted 1,721 668 469 2,858 

TOTAL 5,227 2,171 2,614 10,011 
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Provide area students, teachers, and education 
institutions with a classical music resource 

 
 Classical music education is a key element of the Columbia Orchestra’s mission, and 

the introduction of classical music and the instruments of the orchestra to young people is a 

primary part of that educational element.  The annual Young People’s Concert, free to 

children ages eleven years and under, was held at Rouse 

Theatre in January 2011.  The record audience of more than 

1,266 that attended the two performances was told the 

popular story of Peter and the Wolf through the use of the 

instruments of the orchestra.  The orchestra was assisted in 

this process by members of Kinetics Dance Theater, who 

provided a choreographic depiction of the story.  In 

partnership with Music and Arts, the orchestra also offered a 

“Musical Instrument Petting Zoo.”  During this portion of 

the event, which took place between the two performances 

by the orchestra, children (and adults) had the opportunity to 

see, touch, and play orchestral instruments with the assistance of high school students and 

area teachers. 

 Small chamber groups from the orchestra also provided in-school “Meet the 

Instruments” interactive music programs for pre-school, nursery school, and childcare 

programs.  The goal of these programs is to promote an early interest in classical music 

among the youngest members of our community.  The orchestra also partnered with Howard 

County Public Schools and area music instructors to encourage students to attend orchestra 

performances.  In all, the orchestra reached more than 2,600 students through educational 

activities and special offers for concert programming during the season.  Furthermore, the 

orchestra is planning to begin providing school-day concerts that will reach all Howard 

County fourth grades over a 3-year period starting next season. 

 The orchestra also provided a valuable performance experience through the Young 

Artist Competition, which exposes students to the competition process and provides 

constructive feedback on their performances.  The competition is open 

to all students of string, wind, and percussion instruments through 12
th

 

grade who currently reside, attend school, or receive music instruction 

in Howard County.  This year’s Junior Division 

winner was Sarah Kim, a sixth grade violinist from 

Burleigh Manor Middle School, who performed the 

first movement of Haydn’s Violin Concerto in A 

Major.  The Senior Division winners were flutist 

Yaeji Shin, a sophomore at Atholton High School 

who performed Albert Franz Doppler’s Fantaisie Pastorale Hongroise, 

and Alan Zhang, a sophomore at Mt. Hebron High School who soloed in 

the first movement of Henri Vieuxtemps’ Violin Concerto No. 5.  Their 

performances were featured on the orchestra’s March 26, 2011 

subscription concert. 

 
A visit to the orchestra’s 

Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Kim  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Alan Zhangi 
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Bill Scanlan Murphy 

 Educational activities also extended to adult members of the 

community through the orchestra’s pre-concert Prelude Series.  The 

more audience members know about the music they are hearing, the 

more they will enjoy it.  Hence, an hour prior to each Columbia 

Orchestra Classical Concert, Howard Community College music 

historian Bill Scanlan Murphy provided his unique insights into the 

lives and works of the featured composers.  The Prelude talks, which 

are offered for free in the Wilde Lake Mini-Theater, were attended by 

nearly 20 percent of audience members during the 2010-2011 Season.  

Mr. Murphy also wrote the program notes for each concert and 

participated with Music Director Jason Love and occasional guest 

artists in YouTube video previews of each concert, which are linked from the orchestra’s 

Internet home page and are archived for future reference. 
 

Provide local classical musicians with an 
opportunity to explore and perform great 
orchestral literature and chamber music 

 

 The Columbia Orchestra began in the fall of 1977 when a handful of local string 

players began playing classical music as the Columbia Chamber Orchestra.  A primary goal 

then, as it is now, is for adult amateur instrumentalists to simply 

experience the joy of classical music performance. More than 33 years 

later, the Columbia Orchestra is now a full symphony orchestra, with 

more than 100 musicians participating during the year in full-orchestra 

concerts, chamber music performances, and educational activities. 

Subscription concert programs span standard orchestral masterworks to 

cutting-edge compositions, exposing many of the musicians to 

repertoire with which they were previously unfamiliar.  A series of 

chamber concerts, which this season were performed at Christ 

Episcopal Church and repeated at senior centers and other locations throughout the 

community, also give the orchestra’s members the opportunity to perform on a more intimate 

level with a small group of fellow musicians.  The 

members of the orchestra volunteer not only their time for 

rehearsals and concerts but also hours of practice between 

rehearsals.  These musicians are doctors, lawyers, teachers, 

engineers, and others who work in the local community.  

They come together to rehearse as a group Monday 

evenings between late August and June, forgetting their 

day jobs for two-and-a-half hours each week to create the 

harmony of a symphony orchestra.  Former Howard 

County Executive Jim Robey, while introducing the orchestra in 2006, stated: “This is our 

orchestra, our county’s orchestra.  When you hear them, it’s hard to believe that these people 

aren’t professional musicians, but people from all walks of life who simply enjoy making 

music.” 
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Christopher Rose 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kinetics Dance Theater Performs Carnival 

of the Animals in February 2012 

Looking Ahead 

 With the 2011-2012 Season, the Columbia Orchestra is entering its 34
rd

 year.  During 

the upcoming season, the orchestra will continue to present concerts offering a mix of popular 

masterpieces and exciting new works.  Jason Love will conduct subscription concerts that 

provide a range of works from standards by Tchaikovsky, Copland, and Rimsky-Korsakov to 

recent contemporary works by Pulitzer Prize winning composer Jennifer Higdon, Chinese-

American composer Zhou Tian, and Mexican composer Arturo 

Márquez.  Soloists will include Marine Band percussionist 

Christopher Rose performing Higdon’s Percussion Concerto and 

National Symphony cellist Rachel Young performing Antonín 

Dvořák’s Cello Concerto.  The Heritage Signature Chorale will join 

the orchestra for Verdi’s Stabat Mater and the cantata I Will Lift Up 

Mine Eyes by African American composer Adolphus Hailstork.  The 

four classical subscription concerts will be complemented by a 

Symphonic Pops Concert in March 2012, when the orchestra will 

perform hits from Broadway and films along with An Irish 

Spectacular with members of 

the Teelin Irish Dance 

Company.  A free pops concert in Centennial Park is 

also planned for June 2012.  As always, the orchestra 

will hold its annual Young People’s Concert in 

conjunction with the Musical Instrument Petting Zoo 

in February 2012 and its Young Artist Competition 

for local middle-school and high-school students, the 

winners of which will perform on the June 2, 2012 

subscription concert.  In addition, the orchestra will 

continue its outreach to the local African American 

community, holding a “Gospel Goes Classical” 

concert at Reid Temple in Lanham, Maryland in November 2011, and again collaborating 

with St. John Baptist Church in June 2012. 

 The orchestra will also expand its educational initiatives.  While the small programs 

that members of the orchestra have conducted at preschools and nursery schools over the past 

years are a good way of engaging the youngest members of the community, Music Director 

Jason Love is now initiating a collaborative program with the Howard County Public Schools 

and its elementary school music teachers.  This new initiative, which is planned to begin 

during the 2011-2012 Season, will allow fourth-graders to hear the full orchestra during the 

school day and will reach all Howard County fourth-grades over the course of a three-year 

period. 

 During past seasons, the orchestra began to explore better ways of approaching the on-

line community.  This coming season, YouTube videos will continue to be posted on the 

Columbia Orchestra website prior to each concert to describe the works to be performed.  The 

orchestra will also explore methods of making fuller use of Facebook and Twitter as ways of 

engaging the younger generation of potential concert attendees. 

 From an administrative standpoint, the orchestra will hire a part-time Operations 

Manager during FY12.  The new Operations Manager will take on much of the concert 
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OTHER 

David Zajic, American Composer Competition 

Holly Thomas, Board Member Emerita 

 

production and accounting responsibilities currently handled 

by the Executive Director, allowing the Executive Director to 

deal more directly with development areas, including seeking 

new grantors and corporate sponsors.   

During FY11, the Board of Directors took steps to 

move itself toward a more strategic level of operation and shift 

much of the tactical planning and execution activities to 

separate Board committees.  This initiative was partly aimed at 

attracting a more diverse level of individuals to the board.  The 

approach was successful, with the engagement of four new 

board members during FY11.  In FY12 the orchestra will 

continue to work toward attracting leaders of the local 

business, financial, and education communities to the board.  

The goal is to attract new directors who can assist the orchestra in engaging and partnering 

with other organizations throughout Howard County. 

 Looking further into the future, the orchestra is considering the eventual expansion of 

staff to include a full-time Executive Director and a 

Marketing Director in order to have the staff 

necessary to pursue activities necessary to further 

expand audiences and funding.  As the Columbia 

Orchestra pursues such initiatives, it can benefit from 

the assistance of members of the community.  If you 

would like to help the Columbia Orchestra meet its 

future goals (or even if you would like to help out in 

more mundane ways) please contact the orchestra at 

410-465-8777 or by sending an e-mail message 

through the “volunteer” link on the orchestra’s 

website (www.columbiaorchestra.org). 

 The growth and success of the Columbia 

Orchestra over the past decade has been phenomenal.  

During that time, the operating budget has increased 

by a factor of 2½, and the orchestra now reaches a 

total annual audience of 10,000 through its programs.  

The Columbia Orchestra has been hailed as “a pillar 

of the local arts community” by The Washington 

Post.  An official citation from Maryland General 

Assembly Delegate Liz Bobo, a regular concertgoer, 

acknowledged the orchestra’s “musical excellence 

and artistic accomplishment, bringing joy and 

enhancing the quality of life for the citizens of 

Howard County.”  As it enters its 34
rd

 Season, the 

Columbia Orchestra has positioned itself for a record 

year of growth in both artistic and organizational 

accomplishments while still remaining “Your 

Community’s Music.” 



 

 

2011 – 2012 Concert Season 

Classical Concert 1 – Higdon and Tchaikovsky 
Saturday, October 15, 2011, 7:30 p.m. 

Aaron Copland - Fanfare for the Common Man 
Jennifer Higdon - Percussion Concerto 

Christopher Rose, percussion 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky - Symphony No. 5 in E Minor 

 

Classical Concert 2 – Final Words 
Saturday, December 3, 2011, 7:30 p.m. 

Gustav Mahler - Adagio from Symphony No. 10 
Giuseppe Verdi - Stabat Mater 

Adolphus Hailstork - I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes 
Heritage Signature Chorale, Stanley Thurston, Music Director 

 

Classical Concert 3 – American Inspirations 
Saturday, February 4, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Christopher Weiss – Voice of the Unknown Soldier 
(Winner of the Columbia Orchestra’s American Composer Competition) 

Antonín Dvořák - Cello Concerto 
Rachel Young, cello 

Aaron Copland - Appalachian Spring 

 

Young People’s Concert – The Carnival of the Animals 
Saturday, February 25, 2012, 12:30 p.m. & 3:00 p.m. 

The Kinetics Dance Theatre joins the orchestra for Saint-Saens’ Carnival of the 
Animals, plus a Musical Instrument Petting Zoo sponsored by Music & Arts. 

 

Symphonic Pops 
Saturday, March 17, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Broadway’s greatest showtunes, blockbusters from the silver screen, popular hits, 
and An Irish Spectacular with members of the Teelin Irish Dance Company. 

 

Classical Concert 4 – Orchestral Fireworks 
Saturday, June 2, 2012, 7:30 p.m. 

Ludwig van Beethoven - Leonore Overture No. 3 
Zhou Tian - A Thousand Years of Good Prayers 

Arturo Márquez - Conga del Fuego 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov - Capriccio Espagnol 

Winners of the Columbia Orchestra Young Artist Competition 


